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RAILWAY LINE � GREENBUSHES TO BUNBURY INNER HARBOUR 

2904. Dr S.C. Thomas to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

With regards to the railway line between Greenbushes and Bunbury Inner Harbour, I ask: 

(a) when will work commence on the upgrade of the railway line between Greenbushes and 
Bunbury Inner Harbour; 

(b) when is the upgrade of the railway line between Greenbushes and the Bunbury Inner Harbour 
expected to be completed; 

(c) will the Internodal Unit planned for Greenbushes still be built according to the original plan; 
and 

(i) if not, why not; and 

(d) when can we expect to see logs and woodchips being carted on the Greenbushes to Bunbury 
Inner Harbour Railway line? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(a)-(b) Work to upgrade the Greenbushes to Bunbury railway line can commence when the timber 
industry and a rail freight operator establish a commercial agreement to cart logs or 
woodchips. 

Recent negotiations between WA Plantation Resources (WAPRES) and the Australian 
Railroad Group (ARG) have not resulted in a commercially viable rail proposal. Standing in 
the way of a commercial viable agreement is the security of log supply contracts. 

The Government has not given up on the timber industry and a rail freight operator 
establishing a commercial agreement and is now looking at other options that will make the 
railway commercially viable. These options include: Improving the efficiencies of rail 
operations; examining strategies to reduce the gap between road and rail costs; Providing a 
commercially viable environment by compelling a certain quantity of the product within the 
relevant catchment area to be transported by rail where it is viable. The new licence for heavy 
haulage trucks in the South West effective as of 1 January 2008 will assist the Government in 
securing the future of rail operations in the South West.  

(c) The design of the Greenbushes loading facility will depend on the timber logs or woodchips 
freight scenario specified in the agreement between the timber industry and a rail freight 
operator. 

(d) Please see response to parts (a-b) 
 


